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There’s Something for Everyone! 

 

Thursday November 12, 09    6:30 to 8:00pm 
Dalewood Middle School, 1150 Main St. West, Hamilton (parking at rear) 

A French extravaganza for families of French Immersion students from Kindergarten to Grade Two.   
Children's entertainment, tips & resources for parents, French book sale. 

Parent Information Sessions in the Auditorium 
Tips and resources to help your child succeed in French 
Immersion.   Speakers include: 

 Helping with Homework when You Don’t Speak French   

Gisèle Portelanceς Vice Principal Lawfield School  

 French Materials at the Hamilton Public Library  
Kathleen Crowley -  Youth Services Librarian   

 French Resources and Activities Outside of School  
Rosalind Minaji ς CPF Hamilton   
 

 

French Book Sale in the Foyer 
French materials for students of all ages.  ¢ƘŜ άCǊŜƴŎƘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎέ 
bookstore will provide a wide variety of elementary French language material 
for sale including French dictionaries, verb books and fiction for younger 
readers.  The store will accept Visa, Mastercard and cash. 
 
 
 

Childrens’ Entertainment in the Gym 
While parents are in the auditorium, kids will be entertained by French 
language storytellers Chantale Groulx and Jennifer McNaughton who 
will use a combination of mime and theatre to bring their stories to 
life.  Children will be encouraged to participate in the story by playing 
small roles, and shouting out phrases in French. Fun and interactive! 
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Canadian Parents for French is on Facebook! 

Members of Facebook can stay up-to-date on all CPF activities with this great new tool.   
Be sure to join our fan page today and let all your friends and family know that you are 
proud to be a member of CPF.  

 

French for the Future National Essay Contest 

Are you in grade 10, 11, or 12?  Are you interested in winning a scholarship to attend 
the University of Ottawa, ƭΩ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞ {ŀƛƴǘŜ-Anne (in Nova Scotia), or the Campus 
Saint-Jean of the University of Alberta?  If so, then you should participate in the 
French for the Future National Essay Contest!   
 
All you have to do is write a 1000-word essay (in French!) that answers the following 
question: In your opinion, is competition useful?    The essay should present your 
personal point of view, and give the reader a glimpse of your experience, thoughts, 
and/or feelings. 
 
You have until January 11, 2010 to submit your essay.  French for the Future is a not-
for-profit organization that supports and motivates high school students on their path 
towards bilingualism. 
 
     For all the details, visit www.french-future.org 

 

Les Petites Pommes French Immersion Summer Camp  

This summer, a new French language summer camp was 
organized by Mary Clements ςa McMaster University student, 
with assistance from McMaster graduate Andrew Dobie.   
 

Mary explains how the camp came to be:  
 

άMid April I heard of a government program called Summer 
Company  which offered grants to high school and university 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ άōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ōƻǎǎέΦ   
 

The application process for Summer Company involved the 
creation of a business plan and an interview with business 
advisors at the Small Business Enterprise Center. After completing 
both these tasks, I found out I had been accepted into the 
program and was awarded $1500 to start up my own business. This left one month to complete the many tasks involved in 
running a camp including  collecting students, planning out the curriculum, purchasing supplies, insurance, finding an employee, 
having an open house etc.  Marketing ended up being the most whacky and with the help of my friend Agnes, I was able to 
promote the camp in many fun places like the Ancaster Heritage Day Parade. 
 

Camp began June 29th, 2009 and ended August 21st, 2009. Andrew and I found ourselves having lots of fun with all the children 
enrolled and adapted our lessons as new petites pommes arrived. Throughout the summer we saw 49 children pass through our 
classroom. There was even an article in the spectator about Les Petites Pommes! Overall, I feel very proud of this summer and I 
could not be happier with how it turned out. I was very fortunate to have had Andrew as my fellow grand pomme and the support 
of my friends and family throughout ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΗέ 
 

Feedback from the camp has been excellent.   CPF thanks Mary for providing this great service for Hamilton families.  We 
hope Les Petites Pommes will be back for a second summer! 

http://www.uottawa.ca/
http://www.usainteanne.ca/
http://www.csj.ualberta.ca/
http://www.csj.ualberta.ca/
http://www.csj.ualberta.ca/
http://www.csj.ualberta.ca/
http://www.french-future.org/
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McMaster Centre for Continuing Education - French General Interest Courses 

Looking to enhance your French skills to help your children with their homework and projects?  Take 
advantage of the unique opportunity to learn French at an undergraduate level without applying to 
the University.  Registering through the Centre for Continuing Education (CCE) allows students to 
partake in certain undergraduate French language courses as general interest students without 
applying to an undergraduate program.  You will be invited to participate as a full member of the 
course, write tests and exams.   
 
General interest students receive a Certificate of Attendance at the end of the  course, but will not receive  a grade or transcript. 
Each course offers a number  of weekdays and times to choose  from (including evening sessions).  All  sessions are on the main 
McMaster campus. For a full listing of sessions, see the timetable and registration form at www.mcmaster.ca/conted/french.   
 
 

Catholic School Board Appoints K-12 FSL Consultant 

In 2006 the Catholic Board made a commitment to French as a second language education by appointing a half time French 
Special Assignment Teacher to the board. A few months later the Ontario government announced a 3 year initiative for the 
renewal of French Second Language.   The Catholic Board used a portion of this grant to continue the Special Assignment 
Teacher, and made the position full time in the final year of funding.  Now that the grant has come to an end, the Board has 
appointed Mr. Dann /ǊŀƴŘŀƭƭ όƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ Assignment Teacher) as FSL Consultant K-12. This position shows a commitment 
on the part of the board to offering programs of quality and a means by which to monitor them. 
 

Camp Esprit is Back - Register now! 

Esprit, meaning "spirit", is a fun-filled weekend of French, where 
Francophone and French Immersion students in Grades 7 to 9 
come together and enjoy the great outdoors at the scenic Scanlon 
Creek Conservation Area in Bradford. Activities are led by French-
speaking counselors and consist of a variety of themed sessions 
designed to enhance leadership skills through team building 
events, endurance and creativity challenges, not to mention 
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, music and laughter. Each year 
the Hamilton contingent grows, so sign up early to avoid 
disappointment. 

Arrival:  8:00 p.m. on Friday evening, February 26, 2010 
Departure: 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 28, 2010 

 
The registration fee, which includes accommodation, meals and workshops, is $150 for members and $175 for non-members - 
The non-member fee includes a one-year CPF family membership valued at $25   Students will stay in dorms (four single bunks 
to a room) on the site. Transportation, including costs to and from the conservation area, is the responsibility of the 
participants. Carpool with friends.  Go to www.cpfont.on.ca to download the registration form.    
 
 

Our 2010 French Concert Season 

This winter, CPF Hamilton Wentworth will be presenting Helene Nicole with her new show Le Franco à 

GoGo; featuring new quizzes, games, and original songs and dances from France, Africa, the middle east 

and more!  Students up to grade 6 will enjoy this fast paced performance. 

We are also offering more sophisticated fare for Grades 7 & 8:  Les Trois Mousquetaires    DuffleBag Theatre will bring its wildly 

popular and hilarious interactive story theatre to French as a Second Language and French Immersion audiences! Actors fuse 

French and English to perform original adaptations of familiar fairy tales with linguistic wit and humour. Only 300 seats will be 

available.  Watch our web site for further details about these concerts.  

http://www.lsrca.on.ca/scanloncreek/index.htm
http://www.lsrca.on.ca/scanloncreek/index.htm
http://www.lsrca.on.ca/scanloncreek/index.htm
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Students from France Enjoy School in Canada 

Since August, three Westdale French Immersion students (Flora, Rhiannon & Renny) have been hosting exchange partners from 
France (Loriane, Nilai & Roxanne).  The students are taking part in the Canadian Education Exchange Foundation program, and 
their French partners will return home in early November. 
 

We asked Roxanne and Loriane to tell us about some of the cultural differences 

they have found in Canada: 

 The school days here are much shorter  -in France we can be in school from 
8am to 6pm.  But, we get some afternoons off, and we also have more 
frequent holidays throughout the year. 

 Butter and salt on popcorn?  We sprinkle our popcorn with sugar! 

 Clothing is much more casual in Canada.  In France you would not see a 
student in sweat pants or pajama bottoms ςor people would laugh at them.  
People try to be elegant when out on the street. 

 ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǎŜǎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ςwe recognize these from 
American films and TV shows and thought it was cool to ride on them.   

 Rather than a brown bag lunch at school, we all go to the cafeteria for a hot 
lunch including choice of entrée, salads, cheeses and breads.   

 Very tall buildings are not common in France.  Most apartments       
are only four to six storeys high.  We liked visiting downtown Toronto 
 and seeing the huge office towers in the financial district. 

 Not everyone celebrates Halloween in France.   This will be our first 
 ǘƛƳŜ Ψ¢ǊƛŎƪ ƻǊ ¢ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŎŀƴŘȅΗ   Roxanne, Renny, Flora & Loriane 
          

The three Westdale girls will be heading to France in February and staying until May.  They are looking forward to living in a 

foreign country and being immersed in the French language and culture.   For more information about the Canadian Education 

Exchange Foundation exchange program, visit their web site at:  www.ceef.ca 

 

 Westfield Heritage Village Christmas Tour in French 

Saturday Dec. 5, 2009  from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
'Twas The Night Before Christmas  -special French tour guide for CPF 
 

Admission:  Adults $9.75, Children $5.75,  5 and under free  (pay when you 
arrive) 
 

Experience Christmas traditions and childhood fantasies through theatre and 
food.   The wonders and excitement of this festive season are revealed through 
these delightful lantern tours.  
 

Enjoy the picturesque setting of the historical farm and village. Visitors can 
travel through time, experiencing the evolution of the Yuletide season through 
the Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian, and World War I eras and enjoy the 
performance of short Christmas plays in historical buildings. (Note: plays will be 
in English.) 
 

Meet Father Christmas, enjoy a horse drawn wagon ride and savour the sights, sounds, smells and tastes of this 
unique holiday presentation. Entertainment, historical displays and demonstrations, tea house and gift shop, and 
over 30 period buildings.  
 

Please call Rosalind Minaji at 905-318-1646 to reserve your spot.  Leave a message with your family name, phone 
number and the number of adults and children in your party. 

http://www.ceef.ca/

