
 

    canadian parents for french  
                                                                                   HAMILTON-WENTWORTH CHAPTER 

                                                                        NEWSLETTER   VOLUME 9   ISSUE 2   SPRING 2009 

 

Continuing French Immersion in High School: 
An Information Night for Parents 

Your child has invested many years sitting at the dining room table with a trusty French/English dictionary.   Why stop 
now?  Only 4 more years and your child can receive the Provincial Certificate of Immersion from the Ministry of 
Education.  Please join us: 

CPF’s  2009 Parent Information Night 
Thursday May 21st 7:00pm 

Sts. Peter & Paul School Gymnasium 
49 Fennell Avenue, Hamilton 

Free Admission, Everyone Welcome 

Speakers: 
Anne Klaus  -Westdale Secondary School 
Miryt Tambasco -Cathedral Secondary School 
Christelle Thibault –Regional Co-ordinator Summer Student Work Exchange 
Rose Cathy Handy  -Bilingual Link Jobs and Careers  
French Immersion High School Students show their stuff. 
 

 What Immersion courses are offered at Hamilton's two French Immersion high schools? 

 What is the International Baccalaureate Program and can Immersion students attend? 

 What bilingual careers are available for students who complete French Immersion? 

 What language bursary and exchange programs are available? 
 
 

French Storytime  
 
CPF Hamilton-Wentworth was pleased to sponsor a performance 
by French language storytellers Chantale Groulx and Jennifer 
McNaughton at the Westdale Library in January.  Chantale and 
Jennifer were entertaining and original performers for a group of 
15 youngsters and 10 adults.  They used a combination of mime 
and theatre to bring their stories to life with exaggerated gestures 
and facial expressions.   
The audience of small children were shy at first, but soon got up 
and began participating in the French language stories. They were 
invited to play palace guards, apple pickers and soldiers, and to 
shout out the next words and phrases in French.   We hope to 
bring Chantale and Jennifer back to Hamilton next year for 
another fun performance. 
 



Film Festival winners 
 
The first annual “Festival du film francophone de 
Hamilton 2009,” organized by the Centre Francais, 
presented three Cathedral students with an incredible 
opportunity.  Not only to practice their French speaking 
skills, but also to have a great time with their  friends  - 
making a film!  In their short film “L’intrusion”, things 
get a little crazy when two siblings, thinking they are 
home alone, begin to hear strange noises coming from 
other bedrooms in the house.  
 
The three students were pleasantly surprised when they 
“swept” all three awards at the final presentation:  Best 
Film as chosen by professional judges, Best Film chosen 
by the audience, and Best Film as voted by the general 
public.   They won an iPod Nano, a speaker system, and 
a portable DVD player.  The students were excited to 
represent Cathedral High School, and teacher Mme 
Tambasco is proud of their success.  The students really 
enjoyed this experience and cannot wait to start 

brainstorming for next year’s entry.   Congratulations to 
Colin Hammer, Emily Lukasik & Andy Tshiula  - French 
Immersion Students (Grade 10) Cathedral High School 

 
 

 

Concours Winners  
 

CPF congratulates the students and teachers who participated in Hamilton’s two French language public speaking 
Contests this year. The public elementary schools held their contest at Dalewood Elementary School on March 5, 2009.   
The public high schools held their event at Saltfleet Secondary School on March 26, 2009.  Both events featured terrific 
speeches and made parents and teachers proud. CPF Hamilton-Wentworth was pleased to award book prizes and gift 
certificates to the winners.  Congratulations to the following elementary school students: 

French Immersion Intermediate  

First Place.....................Hannah Simpson, Dalewood 

Second Place................Stefan Cotoi, Norwood Park 
Third Place...................Klara Danielson, Ancaster Senior 

French Immersion Junior  

First Place.....................Joyce Appiah-Kubi, Norwood Park 
Second Place............... Leila Gebara, Glen Echo 
Third Place...................Louis Garber, Dalewood 
 
 
 

 Core French Junior 
First Place...................... Cassie Sterling, Dr. J. Seaton 
Second Place..................Amanda Klumpp, Ryerson 
Third Place......................Nisa Kirdemir, Dr. J. Seaton 

Core French Intermediate Category 1 

First Place.......................Felicia Binotto, Ancaster Senior 
Second Place..................Abby Llewellyn, Ancaster Senior 
Third Place......................Celeste Pimm, Dr. J. Seaton 

 Core French Intermediate Category 2 

First Place........................ Emmali Branton, Dundas Central 

What’s Next?   
Many of these winning students will go on to represent Hamilton at the Canadian Parents for French Provincial Level 
Concours which will be held at Glendon College in Toronto, on May 9, 2009. This friendly event is a chance for students 
to enjoy French language entertainment, meet students from all parts of the province and polish their French skills.  
 
Winners in the secondary school categories will have the chance to compete nationally on Saturday May 30, 2009, when 
CPF hosts the seventh annual "CPF National Concours d'art oratoire 2009" at the University of Ottawa. The grand prize 
for each of the first place winners is a $20,000 scholarship to the University of Ottawa.   Bonne chance to everyone! 
 



Esprit Leadership camp   

On February 27th, seven students from Hamilton 
headed north to Scanalon Provincial park to take part in 
CPF Ontario's annual leadership camp.   French 
Immersion students came from the Greater Toronto 
area, London, Sarnia and other Ontario towns to 
participate in a weekend of French Language.  Through 
the CPF Ontario office some parents were able to 
connect and arrange carpooling which was a great 
opportunity for students to meet ahead of time.  
 
Rebecca (Grade 8, St. Joseph) attended the camp last 
year, and was excited to return with classmate Emilia.  
Christen (Norwood Park) made the trip with the St. 
Joseph Grade 7 contingent (Hilary, Kiija, Patrick, Zoe, 
and Keisha), once there, they stumbled upon another 
Hamilton representative - Carrington (Dalewood). 
 
Although this year the camp lacked snow, that did not 
limit the activities. They played charades, fed the birds 
(they actually land on your hand), played goofy games, 
did orienteering, and watched a movie en francais.     

 "I didn't realize I knew that much French" said Kiija.   
 
On the way home, I overheard my daughter and her 
friend talking about what each person had signed on 
their t-shirts.    And then … they were speaking French! 
Oh my gosh … I am the parent of a bilingual Canadian!

 

Concert Review  

CPF Hamilton-Wentworth brought Frenchstock to the Mohawk College Auditorium in Hamilton on February 24, and 
1,600 students from both boards contributed to the noise!   The two concerts heralded the return of Etienne to 
Hamilton, and delivered on expectations for a live and rocking show, not unlike BEATLEmania. Students came with signs, 
groups had choreographed dances, and as Etienne walked the aisles, students screamed and called out for his 
autograph. French rap made the ground shake, when lyrics commanded  "Je saute, vous sautez, il saute, nous sauter" 
 
Beebo opened the show, and although new to Hamilton, he was given a steeltown 'BOOM' from the very energetic 
audience. His performance showcased a variety of musical genres and with a clown as his side-kick he quickly endeared 
himself by inviting many students to join him on stage.   Frenchstock indeed paid homage to its 'namesake' and 
delivered an exciting musical event.  Many thanks to the teachers who arranged the trip for their students. 
 

Hamilton Public Library  

Hamilton’s main French collection is located on the 4th Floor of the Central 
Library, 55 York Boulevard. It comprises about 3000 books, over 200 videos, as 
well as magazine subscriptions.  There is a smaller collection of French children's 
materials on the 1st Floor. The 4th Floor collection is mainly for adults and 
secondary level students.  There  are all kinds of French dictionaries, grammar 
books, cassettes and texts for French language learning. Most French and French 
Canadian literature classics are available, including novels, poetry and plays.  For 
school projects there are two French encyclopedias and other sets for science, 
nature and geography - countries of the world. 
 

Seven other branches of the Hamilton Public Library also have various children's novels, picture books, research 
materials, videos and cassette tapes. Ask the Branch librarian to show you where the French materials are shelved. 
The latest addition to the Hamilton Public Library's Kids Page is en français , a page all about HPL's French collection and 
online resources. The page includes information about the 7 branches that house the collection, tips for finding material 
in the catalogue, information about French dual-language, FLAG and MELD materials and much more. 



Contact Us 
 

Be sure to visit the CPF Hamilton-Wentworth 
website at www.cpfhamilton.ca for information 

about our upcoming events, resources for French 
Immersion parents or to become a CPF member. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Help Wanted 

CPF Executive meetings are open to all Chapter members. Come out and help us plan for special events and advocacy 
efforts for 2009/2010 school year.   Since 2002, CPF Hamilton-Wentworth has been working to advocate for, promote 
and encourage French Immersion in our community. French Immersion enrolment is up, new school sites have been 
opened and children from both Boards can now access bussing to their schools. Now we are asking for your help in 
return.  It is important to hear fresh ideas and try new ways of doing things to keep our Chapter vital and relevant. We 
need representatives from the following schools to join our Executive Committee: 
 

 Glen Echo  
 Sts. Peter & Paul 
 Glen Brae  
 Cathedral 
 Dalewood 
 AM Cunningham  
 Fessenden  
 St. Eugene 

 
 
Please consider coming forward as a volunteer for CPF 
Hamilton-Wentworth.  We need parent and teacher 
volunteers to help us plan, organize and run our special 
events, promotions and other activities. The time  
commitment is approximately 4 hours per month (one 2 
hour executive meeting plus volunteer hours.)  If you are 
interested, please e-mail us at:  cpfhamilton@hotmail.com

  
 

 

NEW- 5-Day Summer French Camp in Montreal 

Departing from Toronto August 10-14, 2009 
For French speaking &French Immersion children ages 8 to 12. 
 

A 5-day Monday to Friday overnight camp experience in Montréal sponsored and accredited by Canadian Parents for 
French (Ontario). Discover in French, with a child-focused approach, Montreal’s place in Canadian history. The campers 
will engage and interact with francophone Montréalers from diverse backgrounds through various workshops and the 
sharing of daily routines. Have fun within the comfort of a small peer group. Feel safe under the caring supervision of 
counsellors  as you expand your own cultural world. Immerse yourself in this unique francophone culture and city like a 
Montréal child would! Accommodation in a self-contained and dedicated residence floor with 2 campers of the same 
gender per bedroom and washrooms on the same floor. 
 

Fees:   $750 + train fare + CPF membership. This fee includes all accommodations and meals from Monday evening until 
Friday night (campers bring a lunch on Monday for the train ride), entrance fees to all site visits, fees for all guided 
activities and public transportation within Montréal.  The fee does not include additional medical insurance or personal 
expenses.  VIA Rail cost estimated at $89 for children up to 11 years old and $135 for 12 year olds.  For more information 
visit CPF Ontario’s web site:  www.cpfont.on.ca 

 
 

 

 

East End Book Sale 

 
                                                                                                                                                                    
 
CPF presented its very first east end book sale on 
Wednesday April 8, 2009 from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. at 
AM Cunningham School.  The sale featured a wide 
variety of French materials from Beaux Books of 
Richmond Hill.  French  dictionaries, novels, comic 
books, bescherelles, early reading materials, 
workbooks and non-fiction resources were available 
for purchase. Beaux Books’ bilingual staff were on 
hand to help parents and students to select 
materials 
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